
Clinical Reading Questions: Kluytmans-van den
Bergh et al. (2020) — not assigned in 2026

HST 190: Introduction to Biostatistics

These discussion questions are based on Kluytmans-van Den Bergh et al. (2020).

1. Identify the main research question of the study.

2. Who are the subjects in this study, and how many are included?

3. What variables are collected in the study? Identify each variable as numerical or categorical.
If numerical, state whether the variable is discrete or continuous. If categorical, state whether
the variable is ordinal.

4. How were these variables collected?

5. Are there any possible sources of bias in the data collection mechanism?

6. How do the authors use the following tools discussed in our reading? What alternatives might
have been used?

a. Median
b. IQR
c. Histogram
d. Scatterplot

7. What other relationships between variables might be interesting to investigate? What tools
could you use to visualize or otherwise describe such relationships?

8. How “generalizable” do you think the findings in this paper are? That is, beyond the sample
what larger populations might these results apply to, or not apply to? (e.g., to other hospital
workers in Netherlands, hospital workers in the US, other people of similar age, etc.)

9. What policy changes do the authors propose based on the findings? Do you find these
conclusions reasonable?
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